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Afghans of tiis naiivc piact by lus prcacKing and 'usi [hcrefoie imprisoned in 
G-wiiliDF Fof iKrtc y-rdry, hi^ rrK^ivcmrni; wai^, anEy a pa^siii£ in [n-cti^-n 

history. Much more Imponani the man who used lo jevi^t Mu^t]jrti 
OTihocJci:i:y in the SubccmtirirniJ and who has Jaicly been praised by some as a 
i>ymbol; of a tiuEy Miishne afijcudr in a ^oaJil /iheij wIlJi uiibrEi^f; 'l>y 
scStins a noble example of his Jorecful personaEiiy,.. saved Islam from 
diNinl-cg.rariLjn'," acLil blinied by OlSlcrh iS- the preaL'hcr wlio adminihLcitd ihc 
poison of communaJism fo ihc Indian My slims."' That man was .^htnad 
Sirhbndi. 

I^Ofn in in Sirhind Eo ^^bdnbhad, a mystse of the Sablnyya line of 
^\bdulqiuddus Gangiohi, Ahmad SEiid^cd in Sialkoc, [lien aci inuponanE cenue 
of philt^Hophy and tbcolDEyT *ild bet:simc ityilr r'rieridly with TaiX-i- iod Abu'^l- 
riil for El siion while. Ojie of ins first ireatises was written in refutation of 
Shia views, for as M. ‘S, Baljoi^ saiys about ihc rcprcscntativcii of Sunns 
[5TLh[]dosy :'Any sclf-respeLtinij; MusJJm icholai produced, usually in his 
youth, a polemic afiainsi Shiism'--"* And iudeedn For Ahn:iad SirhiudS 'ihc 
wQr^l of innu-VaLoiS arc ihOhc who brat niaiicr againi^t the COmpfiniorts of the 
Prophet Foi Lov-e, evert exacRcratcd iovc, of (he Prophd's faniiiy was pair 
gruJ parccL of everyone’s failh; Only the the a%'crsiari to and even 

L-uJjsiatg of the nrsL iltree caliphs.* seemed abcutunable lo the Sudiiii, Muslims 
when II came to Shia praciiec^. In Ahmad was accepled into Ihe 
Nai|shbandi order by Ktiwaja Haqi bitlah {t 563-16(13 y 

The NaqshbandLyya Paces its back to Yusuf Haniadhani, a fcadine. 
rn^^ter c»r the Stiber' LradiEti^n in ttke J2ih ceniucy. and wa\ finatLy Di^^nJ^ed 
by Elaha^nd’din Nacishband (d. 138^). Under his successors, particularly 
Khw’aja .Abrar fd. ii j^rew into an esniueiiily pidiEiL-aJ ptswei in Ceti^raL 

Asia and .Af^hanisEan. Einphasiain^i siienE tfhikr in contrast to the more emo- 
lion a I orders Ihar c^:itLid Jtiriict laige cru-wjs c^f f[]l3i>w-cj^ a.nd fricndH by nleans 
of i-ommon loud dhikr, reliftioys music and whirling daoce^ ilie Naqshbandis 
stress the purl ficai ton of ihe soul and (he si rid adherence to th^r pradiers of 
ihe prophet. Their way based on eight piindples: 

hff’Tfi f^ifr i^iurn'uiu It biiij; {l^jr'D4 .:i hrej:li vIioilIlI mn^nitwriiLK 

f-oJJ-' 

■“ M. tb-lmq., iraef^'i CfijtTTJfiX^rjL^ra to-tht v/ p l^l. 

-fhua. 5 . . 4 . A iihLiW'..W 4 i^iAiVi 7 viu[e-ril 1 ^'.aslatks- SiThicwds's. vi^wr;. 

I. M. S. iJalJo^l, 'ClidldLLCiu-liu^ of IIlOiHII Ir^bln', 2 fi S.vtam, AF^.^tEnJ^.T^ LV"-!., p. SfS. 

Hfc-aJili k^srilrol rommon i^ iEli if^-Suf ji^ pa5iiLUJajlf :Ji trtdsia. A ij'piLJl -s-xain^^k \i ihs 
iciifiark. o-f lIh- S4JhJi.^ardh ^inr Makhdum Mull -of HbI^ (d. LSyfii LiiiriLtibin^ UlZ-fi. "W Keo 
]he Ntiib -.hAi IiBve t^eji buried ilive sUeAI be uked.'" He expilaihk: A ix-ii^kii vi-Ilo tin breiaih 
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m> tlva^ iiorUi^ir^ied wlwu ^alkin^ in 
^.r i^^crio^ myslicaJ jourricy 
rAir an^'EJinivjj^ ^^lilU-Uv jrr ihf CTO'^d 
^ad A^rii ceifl5tirTi cccij.pjnjnn wirh 
h^z rr^r4iflin-£ unt's EhnuijJil 

mjS/r li^ht 1^: ^hi^1 JIPe wjCl 

/Sc/ tuiiL;iHi|T^|ic}n ^nd Ciod's LimniEifi^Uiipr. 

Tbi-s sober airitude enabled iis fo I lowers lo counteract Tnovements whfch 
seemed to blur the distinction between Isl^rn and other religiunii and attrauLed 
people even without formal conversion. 

B^qi hilEELh -wds a [{uict man who ted a secluded Jifc~ he did. hnwevei, 
cot respond with scho]a^s Etke -^Abduilhaqp MuhaddiLh arid! poliLtcians Like 
Akbar'^ tru-tted friend b'arid. Hykhari. discipEe Ahmad tried much more 
trieigeiic-ally lo foltow ihe Nactslibandi prae-iier of ameliorating the worlds 
and althouitli hecompo-sed quite a few books and Ircattscs his inain fame rests 
upon hi,s 534 Perxian letters, whisrh were descrihed hy ..lahani^ir a?i "a bunch of 
absurdities'. En one of these leiiers Sirhindi state!» tiiat he had reached the 
subtleties 

of i-picicudE ciipctierx'es ^ ru£lf btuikh LVtiihyiuJdLii kbrt ^4ra.l}>l itioUe dvar qa it \x1iovks, irA 
chn poor pcrs>or. ihe auc^iof? hcHiouectC by ihc tiLanLri:s.|.Bi:on of ihi: wh\A:h 

(tie i^inkpr of the- lus esp4ajnrJ jnd Pie- ktio^zt a.s ihii: erkl ot iHic aioei3LW4'7n 

bfli-oM which therr i?, hr mv-s, onJv P'JK noi-Bcui^ 

Such claims, i.o., to have sufpas:sed I bn ^ Arabics station by rcaL-hinj^ the IgsE 
Divine manifestation Or Eo have utcained a rank higher ihan shat of the 
caEiphSn rtayn tfie rank of rndhtubtytii^ 'bcin^ beloved % made Ahmad sitspecE 
in I he-eyes of many of his coikagnes. Jahangir .summoned him to Agra in 1619 
and had him imprisoned in rhe fori of CvnaJiDr, 'so Lliai hLvdisLurheddispiisi- 
Licrn aad eonfuscid mmd wouJd calm down a tiEtle...'.-"^ In Gwalior Ahmad 
Sirhindi Jived ihrougki the ?jpiriEual tsperitnee ljF God's TifiTicndous Power 
AFtcr a year he wa.s released and given a royal gift, hue kept under 
survc^jjlance. He died In 1624. Iqbal say^ about hi^ torrEh in Sirhind wliich is 
jtih a place oF pilgrimage: 

The dti^u ^tiKh is i rKin^ pcnui of lljhii— 

niirj iuc as^^med oiF the of ihar du^n 

The doM hy *hiq|i sovciied ew ^ho knew ihc Eis 5 =&Krks-...'+ 

■wiiJhjui ii.MrB iE ip tEie ^jf C!«J Almiet^tyh M jfhc tiifie? iJic juuocenE bEtaUi-shaj^ed rtit«i by 
"hW lyrsiTiny ^liV5 in (he5:pMh. r-pniju^h g^refesj prrson' wblEbCB5k?d on ihcDay Ol ke^utniLEiOB 
wEly ihufy iuve lu^l llkdc bmEh.” 

SteSvctciS LtfSft'jy. ed. Faihi Ealimisn. Kararfi: I^. p. ^47 iy\_\[^j inportanr Jisfofmauerfi ui 
U^drudJin ^irltinJi, Nazarin Ljbciif? [9*74 

■" JJhangif, FugiiA i IriftJ. A Rng,eTi, and H r«pr.^ ^CC 5i- A A. 

Mojftm Aiifwsnertli 2i7 Y. 

MuJummad IqbaL. Laliore L9?lfr. p. 211. 
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ATimsid SJrtiindi Jind called imsm-i and nSf-i ihsns^, 

bti-iiu.uc tic gecmcd t« have arrivctl in India a.^ the rcnovaior who was (o be 
expected ar the Ixgjjiiiijjig of ihe second inLlleniunn alEci MuhaEnmatl. The 
iheoric^ o! renovation, arc laid down in his Ictlcrs quhe clearly bul 

son^eticnes assutne anm^ing forms.*' rhus, Sirtiajidi cJainied Lhdt MuKaminad 
possessed dnrina his lifetime (wo individuationa, the bodily-human and (he 
SpirituiiJ-an^fJic. sysaibolizcd in rtic two m of hi.s nbintc. By tJle r^nd of One 
TiiLHenitim ihe bodily nianil'esiation had compleiety disappeared and the firsl 
m W3K icptaL-eJ by an aHf, in Islamic Idler mysUcism (tie symbol o\' 

Divinity. Thuji Sfukatrimud became Ahfftt^d. The ^pcrlecLioiis ol' Prophet- 
Kciod\ which have been £radually dii^ap pea ring since Mtshammad's time, will 
reappear in persons v^tto deceive such a blessing beuausc they iire the 
Prophet's heirs, and lOHowerR. TJie concept of Ihi^ ^Prophelic pe3 (cc(ions’ re¬ 
mained a centraJ poljil in ihe leachtngs of all his fo]louverThe muJ^dJfd is 
caJJed jpopt (u fulfiLL ^u>mc at' t1ic Pruphet's^ 2.?.Kk^ wtih r^tf^rd (0 hi.s eommijni- 
ty^ 'commoti believer'—whatever that means—, a man from ttie umrfju, is 
Lrnated viiih this lask. .^hniud Sirhindi iniiil( yp an imHca(e (heory of the 
■cOEmnor belie^ei' bui revealed lKc liitiil mysteries oedy lo his ckisest cilends, 
t-lnc can, however, be quite .stire thal his w'ord .'vhud, 

"MuhaEomad has become Alirnad' points to his owri iknine, .^hmad. He ^ho 
regarded himseT as i he upon The world resis, a rank rhai is rneani by 

the (Sura SJ/72}, thd trust which heaven ^rid earih Jid ntil ^ucccpl. As- 

he is superior lo the (he highesi member of ihe geneially ad¬ 
eemed rnyslii'al hierarchy; 

.^IJ lti£ ^pirit!^ Jnd iLiirt'ilIl cv£!ry OtlLtf Lc'x^k iL'i'A.ma !i^i:i tbr 

. ht ii i-^K- iiiiLrjiiCLlriiE^' bei'^cca ciLazi iiJiJ. EliM- ALitiik^liEV ^iMElnja.! and; ltliiiL' 

daiir 

The cLaicn lo possess this supreme rant, which would be iiilienieiJ by iliree of 
his iJtiC'CndH'^nts, soundn absurd to a modern reader, and as towards The end of 
the I7ih Leuiury ‘^AbduJbti KJiwesl^gi fiOEii ^Cja^ur Indeed ^ccusbd tlie fTtajud- 
didoi having anogalcd Prophedc qualities thus lalely Maulaiia Maudiidi was 
very critical oe" Aitniad Sirliiruii's cliiijii to be the mujaddid."^ 

Ahmad Sirhindi's Lca-chings develop logically out of hi^i aversion to Akbar'-s 
policy Of rccOneihalion, -wIiilcSi is, in hLs eyes, urtLi-Isliiriiv. This ex phi ns I be 
frequenl disvuasion-s about ihe 'perfec(ion.s of prophet hood' and the 'perfec- 
lions of HainthOad', uiid the crnpliasis On £^vrb prtistiriicy 10 C JyJ a.s 

obEsieved Ehrough legally prescribed works (which is the ^^a>- of Ehe prophets) 

■ t>^sr In Y Fric^iwifin, M*iiin:al LoiiUtiii I^^E. 

•* U h^r yj, qiioled hy Ri/^i, Moififttwms ph. rf. 

■■ Ahii'l-AliiAtaisE^uJi. iftii. RHmpMr P- l6l f-ibo KiiVi, E.c.. P--74^. 


[Tnaktobat-i^imann-i-rabbani, vol. 3. letter 96.] 
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against ijurb pro^imhy reached through supererogatory works 

(the way of lKc sdints). T'K^it agdin is CEUnnecEed with the problem of 'intoxica¬ 
tion', tht station of the tainss, and 'second sobriety', the station of the pro¬ 
phets. Thew distinctions (hen form (be basis of .Ahmad's theory of ihc 
.su]>ciriorilj o( wahdtit axh-shuhird over I bn ^Arabi's Wi^hd£^i ai- witjixd'. llie 
mystic. Intoxicated, experiences unitive ecstasy and secs nothing but Ood; in 
spirKual in(axiL:a[ion which does not change after hln "TetUrn'r he fcch that 
^Everything is [le\ ffctma usi, if he is a poet^ or tries to build up and elaborate 
the doctrine of Unity of Being if he is a philosopher. As for (he wayfarer who 
follows the Prophetic eiample^ he will reach the sdille Station but will finally 
reiurn. purified and transfornied. imo ihe worhJ {sitir (ben he 

knowK lhal the utieElvc e-xperience in subjeLlivc, not objective: iiyl ^ Every thing 
is He’ but rather ‘Everything is from Him’ (^met az: tJjf)—Thai is his credo. 

Thus tht p 5 yt.hologit:a.l (ype? trf what Curti-pcari history £if rehgiori calbi 
^mystical and prophflilcaJ piety’ are clearly cajved oul by Si^hjndi^ who 
however rcltes on earlier mystical theories, lmpor(an! is the emphasis on the 
return to the world—although the world as only half-ieal because only that 
aspect that is turned toward Ood has some realily. Jc is thcdu(y of the mystic 
of the sober or ^prophetic' type to work in the world in order to amelioraie it 
according to the Divine order, lie expertencts, as one ot -Sirhindt's followers 
says in a bcautlfuL image, that his heart, at the end of the spintual road, is sar- 
r-ounded by the light of the drcuJar letter h, the Lax! and essentsa] letter of the 
name of Cod, Affaff, which points to the Divine ][^ity, hiimy&\ and embrac¬ 
ed by ihix trghl he fulfilk his duties.’’^ 

On a basically simple foundalFon the Naqshbandiyya could develop (heir 
role iti the poEitical and xociaE life of India. As the order had been poLiticaLLy 
influential in Central Asia under ^UbaidulJah Ahrar (whom Babur admired 
greatly), Ahmaid Sithindi adopted the ideal of ihe earlier masters tli^t TQ.?erve 
rhe world it is necessary to exercise political power, and to bring the rulers 
under conlfor (J. Fletcher). Kor this reason majiy of Ahmad's letter.'! are 
dsreeled Eo the nobles of the Moghul court, among ihcm Khankhanan ^Abdur- 
rahim, whom he tried to win over fur the revival of orthodoxy. He felt that ihe 
infidels should be humjliatcd, the real purpose of levying theyts^yc on them, 
aUEJ he even defended oOw sacrifice, whieh had bc^ prohibited by Akbar, 
'the noblest Islamic praciLce’.*' He also fought for the suppression of all in- 
ru^vaEir^ns, against jgnr?rantand against the super^tidonK of women, such 
as facting in itie name of xainl^ or saeTificing something al a ^aint'^ lomb 


'+ NaHE MLihfmiT-Hd ^Aiid-^lib. AftdatJb, fmapal i30gy"tfiW-l, 1 270. 

" Rixvi, flr^iv^if p. 2A9 ff 
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(whk'h, dirmE Jin^ Cu him» dinuunEctJ lu jcAfrJt, ihr crEitEnl pu^iblr ^li). |E js 

disputed to i*haE exlenl Aurangz^b was influenced by Lhe second 

Si-Fhiitdi \ ^uo Muhairirndd Ma.'^^um^ |hf fourth and b^| Muhammad 

Zubalr, died shortly afts Kadir Shali^s iack of Delhi in 1H€. The imparEanrCie 
of the be«n dcKribed wiih cndHs mEraculous details in the un- 

published hagtofraphical ^ork R^u^i ai-^iayyfimiyya by Abu^E Faiz 
k^inaLuddin Ihwn, which was completed after the last VdeaEh.” 

All hUi airefsian lo uaditionaJ Suftim fLOi^iihstandknf. Ahmad SiihlndL, 
too, gratdully acknowledged Ihn ^Arabi’s role as IIk Erca< sysiiemalizet of 
mystical knowledge lo Hvhom dl later mystics a^c indebEed for ihL-fr Eoc^i, i.e. 
tJicir technical terminologyc and ahhov^ hr regarded wa^efat aZ-wpiiOif as 
only a prelimlnaiy step on Ebe way to ihe Absolute TruEh, he selII used I bn 
■^Arahfs vocabulary wiihoTjl bcsptaiiori, a? did alirio5t atl the Later Siifis. 

Ahmad Sirhindi's cchitlempotaries' viev^s on his prepetts^bDii^ «ierr dii^idccl. 
One ercai believer in his claims wa^? 'Abdulhakim Sia-lkoti (d. 1656J whose 
commrrttaxirs On I hr standard wotks of dogmaEic^ arvd ^ammar usEd ail 
o^er lEidla^ who jniroduecti Ehc niystieaj philosophy of Molls Sadrs Shlrazi in 
the SubcimtirH'nl , and whosE famr reached |he <11toniian tmpirc already 
during Ms lifellme. It was this scholar wiio openly caEEed Ahmad by the 
honorific title of nnijuddid. On ihE aiher hand, the gre^i masEcr of haAfh in 
Ddlki, ^Abdulhaqq Dihlawifd. I64i2t. madesofne veity ncgaii it remarks aboai 
hpm: he car^ligateti Sirhindi for 'lack of humpliiy' and heW that his arrogsnl ai- 
liiude WH-as impreL-cdenccd: he compared hini Eo the Mahdi of Jaunpur who 
also elapmed to have acquired all I he perreelFons of the PiopheE by raiEhfuHy 
follOwinE him. He even frEl iJiaE 'a Mu^^ini btLsllri with hOrrOr Sta[emrikl^ 
of the kind ihaE Sirhindi niade”.^^ 

* Abdulhaqq himsElf ca.mc from a m>'slicaIEy-mmdeii t'amLIy. His paiEerna^ 
uncle belonged id Ehe Stiattsui order and had cofitposed some wo ks in Hindk 
The young ‘a cpmiTcndiurn. of perfect qualLlies and a source of 

excdiciice', siudieil in Mecea Tde several vrass. His masier m 
= Abdulwabhab Bnrhanpuri, was flw duicipEe atid fatniilus of opie of the oin- 
slanding Indian immigrants lO (he lluly ciEy, ^Ali al-MulEaqr of Huthtiripur. a 
place i^hich al that time, besides being an important siralegic poiitl, housed an 
rrmarliJbir setlIcmenl nuE cinlyfif Sindhi tpy^lic^ bul abo of .Sindhe wsavcEif 
who coiKributfd id its spiiitual and economic bloom lespectively -All al^ 
had left fiiirfianpur for Multan, tiieu acEcd in Ahmadabad 

and finally reached Mecca in 1534 to die there in as a nonagenarian, f fis 

■ A Mi or ire hi pcesii^ce in Etf Ai rs^- lit b«ina); h Imj nt^t^ 

Eh<^ raiinl, ll^l i-rfiiKifti rcnl. \f Ihraci. Piji-i 4'h-FiJliriiLTfr. 
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well-arranged hai^dbook of fradrdi, the Kmz ls mo:j( utcful for 

Every [joe iricreKied \l^ die atnplitabjliLy of PiO[jheiic trAcfilions. A Her a brief 
digression 'Ali al-Muctaqi lurnod inEo a Mery ciicniy of the MghdawU can 
be iroEii lias wtirk 7:i}khf.K Jt fffahdl £f7.-ZA7P\SPy 

which^ like [he Kuftz is based on Saynli's wark. ^Abdulhacjq 

Dihlaw j ded^^cal'l^d hia bptJjsraphieal wtjrk Zad ai-manaiitn lo iJic inemoty of 
Kis iw-ci leachers in Mecca and, after his refurri lo DeLii^ p^odneed numerouH 
Arabic and PcrtJiar works in studies, btHtpriygraphy :iiid ha^io-giaphyn 

of which iheAkhtsr handbook of Chi sail saints {he came irom 

rfic Chishit Sabiri Tj/ji'/ff) deserves mentioh. He had a friendly corrtspojidepce 
wiih kKw-aja ilaL|i hiiSa^i, the Eir.^ majoc N^g^zibindJ in India,, and bnilE up a 
reinarkable library prcdorn^nanLly wjtb worhs on tradi[ion. He ciripLoycd 
seribes Tti ct>py larc wi^rk^ in ihi.K field iind alliern: iind I he ijiEerCSL in haJflh 
remained tilive in his family [lirough several generations. Hut -Ahmad 
Sirbindi'.s ccgUltc ucteraoecH m Hi^i npinipn iriiniigresaEd E,|-ie burJerii uf 
ofcKodox [.dam.^*^ 

The main activiiies. of ^AbJuLha-qq Muhaddi’.li as wdl as of ‘^AbduLhakim 
Sialkcpi'i and Malla MuhiTHid E'arnqi Jaiirpuri (tl. tselnng ktlhr EiciiisLi cd' 

Sliahjahan, an age 'of white marble inlaid witli jewels, if hoe acEuaJly an age 
(.if gold''.’^ Jijhangii had diEtt in 1627^ Nur Jiih^n, who crcElcd hk etcpanl 
mausoleum in Lahore-Shahdara, died in 1645 and is bEiried [n a lonely tomb, 
sf^parated now from her h^lsbH^d^s m^iEFStilcum by the husiy railwj^y lino. Her 
brOLKer, Asaf Khan, was In k'.iu menial in PziriLc Khu^^am'^i aL-cession as 
Shahjahan. This prince, born in had rebelled against his father, he was 
c^Ttaiiily not Linawaje of ihe inysierious eEir^:umstaiti:es oi the death of his 
eldest brother, kbusrau, in lf^22. Asaf Khan Tmally blinded khuTram’s other 
broEhei, Shahrlvaj', and ihuh ^ecLircd Lhe tluonc for him, the husband of liis 
daugbicr M Uinta? Mahal- The prirurc-s^, one ye^r youniicr than her busbaptd, 
died at die hirih of her founcenih chit<f ht BurhajipLir i[l^3 Ih and the- empecor 
ErcctEd in her meTnory ihc |aj Mahal, that moRi faim-Dtis TionumEnc nf Jndo- 
Musliin art. 

[n thiE polLLk'al fJc^ld Shahjnh^n was parlly fiuti.’c-sstul- froir Ihirhanpnr, a 
glads fo] the Deccan: wai. lit? annc.s.ed Daulatabad und L'OciipleEely in- 
iiorpEjralEd A}imadna.g;ir iiijn I h-E Mciighijl brnpire; in Bengal he s-ei^cJ 

Hooghly from the PofEuguese. [n home politics The empire had bEguEi lo 
as.Nume the glacial hardriEss gf I he sltinc.^ ht adrnired^^* for he foLkiwcd a 

" S- A. A. Et'JcvL vsiyh Ihul ih? Mii;iLulJiE;i lm.J pl'l^.ili'.T iirifl iJ^n^.IhE:;' inlliieTiccs, M-h'ile ihc 
Mnjaddid’s irlluc-iiLL-liiis in;y,alivL uriJ dji:iLoijfi;ig, Hi'vrfttff.'-t M-nvcnTf itCji-, p. 2Kfi. 

" is. C. WiikEi, rfri-ArF a/.\r£,i;^irf fmhi:. ji. jlll. 

■' S. V. WeLJi, id. 
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oi iiisKtOK disalU'^wc^d ilic cu^'Eioh yf tlcw iifi]iplle!ii, bc^ii cvtii ics 

drinyLi^K syna^ L^mpk:^ iia and r^rlnM^illcd he piE^riniji^E ia\ I'yr HindiiNj 
uyr^>pcrMOii& to Min4ui%Eh ^hicli Iiu4 ot^i^urri^l, Eltough rirdy, werr^j^iLEa pro- 
llihrled. V^[ a wytk Ehc i Vcr^ip^il a 

krh Lre^iLiM? on Hind^ oysmoioj^^p c^omiHQ^ed In hih riri^n hy 

^yvtidurrahniiin Clihliti fVom tlis; s.'^i'nlrc Lr) Rsid^uli/^ *AhdulJioXirn 

±>asiLkyl| dcdii'iilcd na ^ht lianperor ihc vi^hic:li ihikh '^lEh 

the qutilitie^ of Godp jjaid Molk Mahnaud J^ynpuri, the pliiLonypheE, 
jnvited to Agra. Thjj sthyljtr's nmin work, /l/Wr/^mfl to whkh he 

<ho$« lo write lai:^ own uomlla4^^L[ti!^)/H Asff-shi^ma be^aiiae th-e 

dard work On philosophy^ prescribed in the fanfl] fonrse in (he m^or religious 
ira^titutiyns iit india^ such I he rtr^iia^fa h^nhktl, whuaie loLmder, like nmny 

OEh^f^i CLiTTicnciycd tirK-in aii h^olla MjthmLid iticIltieJ kiwjard!^ 

and rdotifci the relevu.EaE iheorkit of Muhibbylliih Atlala^tbadi, whili: 
has eompatraot^ ^Abdurrishtd Jaurtpufip wai—contrary to him—''ioli^hsorbed 
taa [he ^tudy of Ibra ^Arabics work [hai he JeeJitaed an itavdalion o1 
Shahjahan'.'^ 

The emperor conlinued ihe iraditional' LrEpaTiition oT the reli^iouiv ad 
ta-ainlstra^Eon, ihe chief being in charge &1' problems ol' ihe iJic 

srrc^rd^^,^ui^r?rof th^; endowments, and the t\iuk(4^}!r^ ^lellng as censor or public 
tnorals, Musllaai festivsiLs were lavishly endowed— JO.OW rupees were s^^ent leI 
Ramadan, and E0.000 rupees each In Hie months of iVlyharram^ Rajitb, 
.Shd'^biiin and kabi* iiUawwiii, Cna the oElaer haj^d Shaliiahati SLirroynded 
hnEiscIf with a splendid array of pOfts, painters and artists and perh^p^ 
ttiET gfcaEcsi connoi^fseiit of luicury good^ in hai [ime^ he alssy had.iilged iii- 
ccs^urkly in building, ha when the T^ M^hal waj gtiil under consiruc- 
tiyn, he l^iid the t'yyndatiyii-sEont yf Delhi t''orc, ih^ Lui 'Ked. Fort'. The 
Jaini Masjid oppo^ale the fort was buah betwecEa \ fAB and E^50solhal thertew 
'ciLissielsiie' Delhi became known ha Shahjahaniibad. Ihc Shuf\' 

jah&tTfidfTiet w-iih \ i\ sur^Tb EniniaEuies feflect:^ the gtory of hii- rei^Et, t'Of he en¬ 
joyed being poTtrByed in Id 11 imperial maijesiy in ihe midst E>f ha?, ncfbles. Hii 
I^Hl yeat^H however, were overshadowed by rlic connicts bet^ecEi his Sdni, 
Darii Shikah ititd Anitirtg^cb. in whom ibe tendencies inhcrcnl in indian Islam 
seemed ra be persyEtified: J>ara representing Che Aearch liir a etimmon ba^tJs, u 
"any^Eiea]' iden.EJ[y belween lAbmaEad Hinduism—bn ih upon ths^ I Erst half nf 
the profession of falih^ e.g., ‘Therein Eto Elehy save God', eo which mysticahy- 
minded Hindus could m well subscribe, while Aurangseb, possibly under 


" S. rt. A. .4lrSrt"iFlf?1^J., p. IJJ ir. 
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NacLShbaiidJ innue^jace^ laid eaiipla^sis oil ihe sijignlarsiy of Ulam as ejupres-^sd 
in [hc.sccoud half of lhc profession of faith: 'Muhammad is ihe Messenger of 
God', by w]Ekh. Islam singled Out an a parELeU]a^r religiul] who^^c liinilK Hin 
deterniined by the law bioughl by the Prophei. 

When Ahmad islrhindi died tn 1&24, Jahangir'^ eldest grandson was nine 
year^^ oJd. Dara Shikoh was buinon March ]9^ J6M, [cn year^afEer [he d^aih 
o f hi:s g rea i - &rand fa rber A k ba r, w how idea I s he [ ried 1 o revi ve. ]. i k c J si ha ngk, 
l)ixr£k was boin in Ajmei, where lii:^ fjiihtr Khurry-m had prayed for a sobs. 
Thai e>: plains perhaps the fas herexcessive fondness for his eldest son. a 
fondne^vs ihitt disturbed Aurang^cb deeply, Shithiahan ujjccnded ihc throne in 
Jft27, but ihe heir appareni showed mote imejesi in readirtg. catligraphy and 
mysticism rhaTi in practicaJ poJinc.s while ^Alamgir Aurangsieb. junior ui him 
by four yearly exeeSled already as a mere hoy in marty vifi ues: Kalim, the poet 
laureacc, drarriaiicaNy deseribes [he fifteen ycars^ otd prince's suc^L-tssfu! fiphE 
wii h a witd elephant, a .scene thal forms also the .SEtbicet of some miniatures. 
Ai ihe age of 16 Aurang^cb was appoinzed goveirtof of ctie DeLcan. .An earty 
i Lsit with his father m ihe sanemary of Mian Mir in E^Hhore, where ihc ailing 
boy Wag iidraculouhJy cujcd. was jirobubty decLnive for Daia'si developtiieju^ 
contrary to the Moghul allegiance to the Chi-shliyya, he laler became affilialed 
Co the Qadiriyyii Older. 

The first Qadirt Sufis found tlieir way eo itie Subeojiiinent in ihe early l^ih 
u^ntury,’' hm tht G^diriyya was formally introtitiecd in ihe Subcontinent by a 
descendani of the fo-jjider, Shaikh Bandagi Muhartunad ChauEh (d. 1^17>, 
who sell led in MJ<2 in Uech: ihc house of the ^i^Jtktanfshfrr k still thecenlreof 
fheocdcr in Pakistan, wher-e the records of th^sifsHa are kept. FrOin Ucch [hfi 
order Spread Ebroogh the fiOuEhern Ponjiib where Shaikh !3a^iid, inspired, by 
VLsJons during his slay at TarJd Ganj-i Shakar's glrrtne, founde-d the first cen¬ 
tre between -Vlulia-n apsd. PakpaLiacL., a.>^ his faiihfLil admirer, Rada^unt, icllj^-^'' 
Then [heQadiriyya reached Sind, and [here, in Schwan^ Mir Muhammad ihn 
O^idi SaindUia, C&Hcd Mian MLr^ wn.s born in 3 5fKI, shorlly before his mnlerTia] 
grandfather QadiQadan, ihe fitSL noEcd Sindhi mystical poeE, died. Mian Mir 
Hetilcd in Lahore, leading a celibaie life. Mmiaiurcs show him wtih his shaw] 
Ei-ed around his knees and hack £0 as to form a khid of 'chalrl, the arthrsise 
fingers keeping a ro^iary. I lie ^iot died in 1^.15 and is buried in a lovely 


A ^rriAll ill kBilAkatuir in itw fhBii Kait^c, arrLr.ciJ, [?y n. iriiodfrn tn^ip- 

lien, lEie u^herc ^rands^B of AhUulq^dir CiEam wert il^'in Hy Lhc HLiwtu^ m 
566/' 11TU-1. Pur wnukt he i h.r f ir^e dacf of Onrii ri prtscFicr in iti^ 5iubt'Mi:i it^rti J n Hij^put, fif m 
irflcezi RTf fouiut ifi 1^22. 

'■ Et^di^ani, lit, irind i 7 . ifiii 5 i. 



